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Influences …
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Claude Levi-Strauss

W.G. Hoskins

Alec Clifton-Taylor

Tracy Kidder

Stewart Brand

Peter Haggett and 
geographers like Bill 

Bunge and David 
Harvey.

Amos Rapoport

D’Arcy Thompson
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Likes …
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“Never look at an ugly thing twice.  It is fatally easy 
to get accustomed to corrupting influences.”

C.F.A. Voysey

Kingsmead Primary School, Northwich, Cheshire, 
White Design, 2004

University of Sunderland School of Computing, 
BDP, 1995

House at Grizedale, 1900 C.F.A. Voysey
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… and dislikes
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Trellick Tower, London, 
1966-1972, 
Ernő Goldfinger. Grade II* .

Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus

St John’s House, Bootle 
1971 
Occupied 1981
Demolished 2001
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What you see and 
what you don’t
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1974

Source: Hillier W. and Leaman A., How is Design Possible? Journal of Architectural Research, vol 3, no 1, 
1974, p8
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Space, location 
or what…?
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1978

Source: Leaman A., Flexibility Fallacy: Unpublished draft, 1978
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In the real world …
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Circa 1992

Source: W. Bordass W. and A. Leaman, various.
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… but it depends on 
who you are and what 

you are doing …
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1995

Source; Leaman A., and Bordass W., Comfort and Complexity, Unmanageable 
Bedfellows, Workplace Comfort Forum, RIBA, London, 22-23 March, 1995

A; Cellular, naturally ventilated.  B: Open plan NV; C: Open plan Mixed-
mode hybrid; Open plan Air conditioned.
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Context is everything …
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Source; Leaman A., and Bordass W., Comfort and Complexity, Unmanageable Bedfellows, Workplace Comfort Forum, RIBA, London, 22-23 March, 1995

1995
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Dangers of received wisdom
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You can’t tell if you have a good building…
unless you find out how it is working

The good performers don’t necessarily impress the judges

1996
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Think through the strategy …
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Source; Leaman A., Bordass W., and Cassels S., Flexibility and Adaptability in Buildings: the “killer” variables, Unfinished draft, 1998

1998
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Be wary of good intentions …
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1998

Leaman A., Bordass W., and Cassels S., Flexibility and Adaptability 
in Buildings: the “killer” variables, Unfinished draft, 1998
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A wider world view …
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2002
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… and make it all open 
source …
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2000
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For more …

www.usablebuildings.co.uk
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